


Conversion North Sea Contingency Plan to Gené&ralkergencyand Intervention Plan(ANIP)for
the North Sea

In 2013the Secretaat Coast Guard, togethevith all coast guard partners and the National Sertige
Public Relie(FDOHEontinued theprocess of conversing the North Sea Contingency (AP for the
North Sea under coordination of the governor of WE&inders.

An emergency plan containgdifferent phasesaccording to theseverityof the incident Should the
incidentextend a nextphase is initiatedThe organizationthe coordination and theéasks of the various
disciplinesare describedn great detail

In 2006the regulation for emergency planningas
renewed and a Royal Decresas published in the
BelgianGovernmentGazette( 16 Februarn2006
regardingthe emergency |ad intervention plang

Forthe coast guard partners this new regulation wa
the perfect opportunity to update the somewhat
outdated Nath Sea Contingency Plan and to
reprocess it to a General Emergerand Intervention
Plan (ANIPjor the North Sea

The ultimate goal is not only to improtiee communicationlines but also to syntonize this plan with
other emergency plans on shoré&or this purpose, a working group with representatives of all coast
guard partners was establishetihe emergency plan was approved at the meeting ofcibest guard
policy-making bodyof March 21st2013.

Opendbor ATCC

May 24th 2013he Air Traffic Control Centre (ATC(
of the ministry of Defacein Semmersakepened its
doors.TheATC@nsures the assistance aodntrol

of military air traffic and the coordination between
civil and militaryaviation The Coast Guard
Secretart and Shipping Assistance Division were
present at the operdoor.

Cooperation Group on Places of Refuge 2013

In 2013the European Commissi@stablisheda working groupgl/ 2 2 LISNI GA 2y DNRdzL) 2y
w S T dFASIndediate cause was the incidemtolvingMSC Flaminian 2012 a containercarrier

where afire broke out andvhichconsequently had todtowed to a place of refugeA first meeting

took place in Brussels dvarch 15th2013.The suggestion was done doganiz a number of

elaborate table top exerciseé table top exercises a theoretical exercise in which the participants

put down on paper how they would react in real time.

The European Maritime Safety Agy organizedaB ESNDA &S 2F (KI G (AYRZ yI Y¢
on the25"and 26™ November 2013 in Rotterdanthe Neherlands The nautical chief of staff of the

Maritime Rescue ad Coordination Centré@VIRCCdf Shipping Assistance Divisjtime nautical chief

of staff of Pilotage lad the federal Coast Guamcretaryparticipated in theexercise Thescenario

entaileda collisionbetween atankerand a container carrier which resulted in oil pollutidine on

board, cargo loss lad (fatal) casualtiesamongst the crewThe exercise was followdxy a rigorous

debriefing and evaluation of the exercisend there were also presentations by guest lecturers.



North Atlantic Coast Guard Forum

On 24 ad 25 &ptember 2013he yearly meeting of th&lorth Atlentic Coast Guard Forum (NAGCF) tool
placein Lidon (Portugal)The NACGF was founded in 2@®id is a nog binding, voluntary forum
between the coast guard orgaaittons of 20 countries. The main goal is to promote and facilitate
cooperation and to exchange information bast practices and experiences

The directorgeneral of Belgium's
government crisis centren his

function as Coast Guard Chairma
is the head of delegation,

accompanied by the Coast Guard
Secretary and a representative of

the ministry of Defence.

Delegates of both regional and
federal coast guard partners
participate in the working groups.
The Coast Guard Secretariat is th
national point of contact for all
matters regarding the NACGF

Every year th&NACGIerganizes ainternational exercisgin 2013 it was named Guardekhe nautical
head of staff of theMaritime Regue and Coordination CentrédMRCCpf Shipping Assistance Division
and wo delegates of the 40Heli Sqiran of Koksijde have followed the entire exerciseabservers
out of the operationd centrein Cascais port

This exercise was mainly focused on th&ritime aspects of the battle against drug trafficking, peopl
trafficking and illegal immigratigprotecting human lives at sea and the combating of imar
pollution. An Autonomous Underwater Vehicle (AUdRercise was staged Cascais porTheVery
Shallow Water (VSW&am of the Belgian navy took part with the ves&&mustogether with a diving
unit of the Portuguesenavy andPortouniversity with gprototype AUV.

The international cooperation and exchange of information proved very useful to all parties conce

Bonnexexercisel6 May 2013

On ThursdaMay 16tha pollutioncombatingexercise
Bonnexlook placeoff the coast of Duinkerkén the
framework of the Bonn Agreement, every year a
pollution-combating exercise is organised, in which
different countries take part.

The Bonn Agreement handles the cooperation betwes
all countries surrounding the North Sea for tracking
down and combatig marine pollution.

Belgium participated to the exercise with the vessel
Zeetijger of Vloot (Fleet) and the surveillance aircraft «
the MUMM (Management Unit of the North Sea

Mathematical Models).



Maritime SpatialPlaming

In 2011the development of aMaritime SpatialPlanning (MRR)yas initiated A Martime Spatial
Plannings intended to result in aetter planning of the useandthe spacewithin Belgianmarine

areas and to offer more legal security to the sea us€his is of greamportance for all coast guard
partners In 2012a Royal Decree was drawn umpwhich an advisory committes appointed and in
which theprocedurefor marinespatialplanning isdescribed The advisory committee consists out of
federaland regional govemental departmentsin 2013a draft plan was made ugnd all coast
guardpartnerswere invited to give advice, as well as the general publlobservationshave been
processed by the office of the minister for the North SHae draft plan was approvda, the council

of ministers on the20th December 2013The utimate goal is to have the maritiemspatial plan

approvedby Royal Decree

Exercise®rowning person2013

Every yeathe governor of WesFlanders and his
services organize rescagercises along the Belgia
coast to test the existing procedures and to adjus
themif necessaryThe procedures contain the
various agreements and modes of cooperation
between all emergency services and coast guard
partners involved

The exercises afly 8th in Koksijderad July 24thin
Oostendeshowed that the communication
between the various coast guard partners is over.
well organized, but some details can still be
refined.

That is why ir2013an extra exercise on
September 20tlwassetup near the mole of
Zeebrugge The scenario had one fishing boa
with two passengers getting into troubl®ne
passengefalls overboardand the remaining
passenger gets hurt, but manages to stay
aboard and alert the rescue services

These exercises drthe lessons learned from
real interventions prove very useful to adjust
and refine the procedures for saving drownin
persons.



Ports Day2013

Sunday 22 &ptember 2013the Flemish Ports Dawas organized for
the third time. A uniqueopportunity to discover the hustle and bustle
in the Flemish portof Antwerp, Ghent, Zeebrugge ad Ostend

In the Maritime Rescueand Coordination Centre (MRCC) in Ostend
employeesof the Coast Guar&ecretariat the agency for Maritime
Services andCoast(MDK)and Shipping Assistance Division provided
the visitors with more information on thecoast guard structure and
its partners, the agencyMDKand the weather forecast for the sea
Furthermore,a thousandvisitors took the opportunity to participate

in a nuidad tanr of the MRCC.

Polexexercise2013

June 25th a Polexxercise was carried out near the
windmill farm GPower. This ar{pollution exercise
aimed at testing and training the coordinated
deployment of dispersants in and around the windmill
farms. Dispersants are chemical products, more in
particular, detergets that are specificaflused for
combating oil at sea

Differentcoast guard partners worked tether during
this exercise: the ministry of Defence, Mumm
(Management Unit of the North Sea Mathematical
Models), FPS Public Health (DG Environment), Civil
Protection, the MRCC (Maritime Rescaad
Coordination Centre) and the MIK (Maritime Security
Centre Belgium). Windmill operatorRbwer also took
part. The exercise showed some points for improvem
but overall good results were booked regarding
cooperaton and communication.




Safe Shipping Days at sea

The Maritme Rescueand Coadination Centre(MRCCdf Shipping Assistance Divisjdine
Directorae-General Maritine Transport ad the Maritime and River Police all contributed to the
organization of four safe shipping days in April 20Eamsof the Maritime and River Policendthe
Shipping Inspectoratmformed recreational seafarers on how to navigatdelyand carried out
preventive inspections on board of several yachts.

OperationOpera 2013

In April2013a number of coast
guard partners worked together
to set up an ispection

operation under the codename
Opera, already for the fifth year
in a row On April22nd the
Belgian navy vess8lernand its
crew sailed out of Zeebrugge
port to support the operation at
sea.

Several coast guanghrtners Maritime and River Polic&P3ublic HealthSea Fisheries Servjdead
inspectors on board the Stern to carry gaint inspectiors on board each according to their own
competences ad priorities Thanks to a good cooperation between the differeartners the
operational cooperation coulte even further improved



